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Physical Plant uses 
break for renovations

Simulator teaches dangers 
of  driving while distracted

Photo walk showcases Joplin

Nick Burnham
news@thechartonline.com

The physical plant has some 
big projects and renovations 
coming up soon that will be 
worked on through Fall Break. 

“We are just completing a 
remodel of the computer lab 
[Young Gym 103] into an of-
fi ce suite with three offi ces for 
Athletics. The construction is 
complete, the carpet will be 
installed next week and then 
we will hang the doors and do 
any fi nish work and it should 
be ready to move people in 
by the week after break” said 
physical plant Director Robert 
Harrington. 

The Leggett and Platt Athletic 
Center has two more revisions 
that will be worked on over 
fall break along with the offi ce 
conversions.  

It is in their fi nal stages of 
completing a remodeled conces-
sion stand in L&P. New coun-
ters have been installed and 
wired for power and data. 

Harrington said, “This should 
greatly improve the service for 
fans purchasing concessions at 
the basketball games.”

The order for a new video 
scoreboard for Leggett and Platt 
Athletic Center was announced 
last Thursday, Oct. 3 and the 
physical plant is preparing for 

the installation. They are build-
ing a new control booth inside 
the storage area in the southeast 
corner of the fi eld house and 
rerouting all of the cabling from 
both the new scoreboard as well 
as the existing control booth 
downstairs.

The physical plant is cur-
rently in the process of creating 
a graphic design lab for the art 
department, which is almost 
complete.

The physical plant and the IT 
department are in the process of 
changing out all of the lighting 
in the University TV studio.

Communication Depart-
ment Chair Ward Bryant said, 
“The amount of electricity used 
in comparison to the incan-
descent fi xtures is drastically 
reduced. Reduction of heat 
produced by the lamps is also 
dramatically reduced, which 
in turns means less amount of 
cooling needed. These lamps 
will last a tremendous amount 
longer than the incandescent 
bulbs ever could produce.”

Work will begin shortly at 
the Mayes Student Life center 
to remove the chain gate at the 
entrance to the cafeteria and re-
place it with an aluminum and 
glass store front with doors. The 
store front is currently being 
fabricated and will be installed 
as soon as it is complete.

of  driving while distracted
L. Elyse Quattlebaum
news@thechartonline.com

Students at Mis-
souri Southern will 

have the opportu-
nity to experience the 

dangers of distracted 
driving fi rst hand. 
Kramer Entertain-

ment, Inc. will provide a 
presentation of the effects 

of driving while using 
phones and other devices 

on Oct 17. 
A spokesperson for 

Kramer Entertainment, Inc. 
said, “Our objective is to use 

every method at our disposal 
to bring home the shocking 

reality of the dangerous practice 
of distracted driving because 

it has eclipsed drunk driving as 
the Number One safety concern of the 

driving public”
This company will provide the use of a driving simu-

lator in the Lions Den. Presentations of personal experi-
ences with the consequences of distracted driving will 
also be available.

Craig Gullett, Coordinator of Student Activities, said, 
“People just need to realize how quickly just glancing 
down or, you know, updating a status while you’re 
driving, how dangerous that actually is.”

Gasping awake to a frigid bed-
room, I heard my alarm relent-
lessly beeping. I opened my eyes 
to the fi rst truly cold morning of 
the season, dreary 
with drizzling rain.

“Why did I have 
to offi cially register 
for a photo walk?” I 
grumbled to myself 
as I turned on my 
heater. 

I had committed, 
in writing, to be 
at an event meant 
to inspire and 
challenge me as a 
photographer. I did 
not realize I was signing up to be 
this challenged.

Checking my email, I read a 
message from the Joplin Photo 
Walk organizer, Steve Russell: 
“Remember, photography does 
not stop during the winter, this is 
a good test.”

So I layered up and grabbed 
some hot coffee.

Participation was down for 
this year’s walk on Oct. 5, ac-
cording to Russell.

Afterward, he wrote, “A hand-
ful of photographers managed to 
brave the changing elements and 
provided the good spirits needed 
to get everyone in the photo-
taking mood.”

Walking the streets of down-
town Joplin on a dreary morning, 

I was drawn to look inside the 
shop windows that I never notice 
when I drive by with my to-do 
list screaming at me. I saw stories 

in refl ections in 
the windows. 
The overcast sky 
created ideal 
diffused light 
better than any 
studio’s soft box 
could dream of. 
Rich color was 
vivid against cold 
grays. I walked 
the alleyways 
entranced by 
the doors beg-

ging me to open them. Cobwebs 
lured me into soft shadows. The 
raw beauty of downtown Joplin 
entranced me that morning.

Fellow Chart photographer Ter-
ri-Lynn Frasher also participated 
in the photo walk. She said, “The 
experience defi nitely challenged 
me to be a better photographer 
by forcing me to step out of my 
comfort zone and to take pictures 
I would not normally take.”

Days later, when my body 
warmth returned and I looked 
through my images, I realized 
the photo walk had sparked my 
creative energy. There is some-
thing powerful about braving the 
elements to get a photograph.

Russell was right: It was a 
good test.

Top, photo by Liz Spencer: The vibrant color of this scene was breath-
taking. Tony Kaufmann, Hertz employee, washes a rental car on Oct. 5 
before parking it back in the lot. Bottom, photo by Terri-Lynn Frasher: 
Terri demonstrates the photo technique ‘panning’ in one of her im-
ages. Panning is moving your camera to follow the subject’s movement, 
matching its speed and direction. Proper panning implies motion. Left, 
photo by Liz Spencer: The rich color of this moss beamed up from the 
cold gray of the sidewalk cracks. I was intrigued by the contrast of 
textures-rough concrete against velvety moss.
Visit www.thechartonline.com to see more pictures from the photo walk.
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