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Dr. Vincenza Scarpaci contin-
ued the mission of the Gockel 
Symposium in her presentation 
of “The Road Less Traveled: 
Italian Immigrants in America.” 
She showcased the international 
issues associated with the im-
migration of nearly four million 
Italian people to America. While 
many immigrants settled in the 
New York area, a few chose to 
journey farther.

Italian immigration in the US 
followed a regional pattern as 
many northern Italians settled 
on the west coast to take up 
vineyard keeping and wine 
making. A large number of Sicil-
ians worked on the sugar cane 
plantations in New Orleans, 
La. Neapolitans and Calabrians 
took up logging and mining and 
established settlements in Min-
nesota. Italians were noted for 
their diligence and sobriety as 
workmen. 

Italian workers were instru-
mental in the expansion of the 
infrastructure of the western 

United States, working in mines, 
on railroads and on major dam 
projects. At one point 70 percent 
of the immigrant workers on the 
railroad were of Italian origin. 

McAlester, Okla., was the set-
ting for one of the stories Scar-
paci shared with her audience. 

“The area of McAlester and 
Krebs, Okla., was a coal mining 

area and many miners from all 
over the world, including many 
Italians, settled there,” she said. 
“The Casino brothers had a 
macaroni factory in McAlester, 
the McAlester macaroni fac-
tory that produced Eagle brand 
macaroni that was marketed 
in Kan., and Mo., Ark., and, of 
course, Okla.”

 Scarpaci says her visit Joplin 
added to her knowledge of how 
Italian immigrants impacted the 
growth of America.

“On Tuesday of this week, I 
spoke in Tontitown, Ark., found-
ed by Italian immigrants in 
1898,” she said. “And tomorrow 
I’ll go to Pittsburg, Kan., Frank-
lin and Frontenac, Kan., settled 
by Italians and other immigrant 
miners,” she said.

Scarpaci developed an interest 
in immigration history during 
graduate school and went on to 
teach US immigration history. 
She authored and co-authored 
several books regarding the pro-
gression of Italian immigration 
across the US. Scarpaci believes 
that exploring this topic allows 
second- and third-generation 

Italian Americans to appreciate 
the history of immigrant experi-
ences.

The afternoon session of 
the symposium consisted of a 
two-part presentation called 
American Injustice: The Legacy 
of Sacco and Vanzetti. Scarpaci 
presented the Peter Miller docu-
mentary, “Sacco and Vanzetti”. 
It is the story of two Italian 
immigrants who were arrested 
for murdering two people in 
the commission of a robbery on 
April 15, 1920. They were tried 
and convicted in 1921 and ex-
ecuted six years later. These men 
were admitted criminals, but 
the case is still widely debated 
and questions of jury prejudice 
remain. 

Both session of the Gockel 
Symposium will air on KGCS as 
part of its committed coverage 
of the MSSU Italian semester 
lecture series. Air dates are 
Sunday, Sept. 29, at 7:00 p.m. for 
“Roads Less Traveled:  Italian 
Immigrants in America” and 
Monday, Sept. 30 at 8:00 p.m. 
for “American Injustice:  The 
Legacy of Sacco and Vanzetti.”

Joshua Boley and Liz Spencer
j.boley@thechartonline.com
news@thechartonline.com

Crowds of students gathered 
on and off for several hours on 
Sept. 25 outside the Billinglsy 
Student Center as Matt Bour-
gault with Consuming Fire 
Campus Ministries of Neosho 
preached and took questions 
from students. 

Bourgault appeared to offend 
many in the crowd with his in-
terpretation of scripture. Many 
in the audience attempted to 
confront him and engage him 
in debates. Other students re-
plied to his message with anger 
and cursing. 

At one point Bourgault 
addressed the women in the 
crowd with the following:

“You’re hell-bound with your 
hypocrite friends. You shall be 
judged. You are a whore. That’s 
W-H-O-R-E. If you’re having 
sex outside of marriage, you are 
a whore,” Bourgault said.

Jennifer Grimes, senior psy-
chology major, replied, “You’re 
an asshole. That’s A-S-S-H-O-
L-E.”

According to Bourgault over 
the last 14 years his ministry 
has reached 36 states and more 
than 120 campuses. Bourgault 
said he is hoping to plant seeds 
but would also like to see a 
revival on campuses. 

“Ideally it would be Acts 
chapter three where Peter 
preached and 3,000 came and 
declared what must we do 
to be saved,” Bourgault said. 
“That would be wonderful if 
everyone came under convic-
tion, confessed their sin and 
repented.”

Bourgault’s presence on cam-
pus met with mixed opinions, 
while many did not agree with 
his rhetoric, some students 
thought he may actually be 
good for the campus. Cody 
Martin junior political science 
major, and student senator, 
offered his own thoughts and 
clarifi ed that he was not speak-
ing on behalf of the Student 
Senate.

“In a way, it kind of brings 
the students together… It may 
be for disagreement, but it’s 
hard to fi nd a group of students 
who randomly, on one day at 
one time, meet at the oval and 
just in awe at someone else’s ig-
norance,” Martin said. “Believe 

it or not, I think it brings the 
campus together.”

Bourgault explained that 
the crowd during his visit at 
Missouri Southern this time 
was pretty mild. He added 
that crowds will always gather 
when you preach “confronta-
tional gospel.” 

According to Bourgault he 
has been assaulted on a variety 
of occasions. 

“I have been accosted on 
this campus right here in your 
parking lot by a pack of wild 
women who kicked me,” Bour-

gault said.
In 2002 MSSU Police Chief 

Ken Kennedy told Bourgault 
that he would be arrested if he 
attempted to demonstrate on 
campus. Bourgault sued MSSU 
and a Federal judge ruled that 
his fi rst amendment right to 
free speech is protected.

Bourgault as a result of the 
ruling is allowed to speak on 
campus, but still must fi le a 
grounds use permit. Kennedy 
said there have not been any 
incidents of violence or arrests. 

“I’ve had some people walk 

up to me and ask me ‘If I smack 
him, are you going to arrest 
me?’ and I’ve said ‘Yes, I’ll have 
to.’” Kennedy said. “We used to 
surround him to act as a barrier 
between him and the crowd, 
but they knew since we were 
there, they could act out and 
get aggressive, and try to attack 
him. It’s worked better backing 
off.”

During Bourgault’s Sept. 
25 visit a physical altercation 

Samantha Zoltanski/The Chart
Dr. Vincenza Scarpaci answers 
questions from students outside 
of Taylor Auditorium after her 
presentation.

Guest causes uproar from Lions

Joshua Boley/The Chart
Matt Bourgault of Neosho, gets the attention of students walking through the Oval on Sept. 25.   

Italian speaker embraces her ethnic background
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almost took place between 
Bourgault and junior criminal 
science major Lee Shorter. 

“He spit in my face,” Shorter 
said. 

Shorter was pulled back 
from the crowd and Bourgault 
by fellow students. Shorter 
also said that he felt Bourgault 
was being disrespectful to 
women. 

“When he’s spitting like 
that, that’s where I draw the 
line.” Shorter said. “He’s so 
judgmental,  It’s not right… 
granted some of what he is 
saying is true, but it’s how he’s 
saying it.”

Kennedy said he did not 
see or was made aware of the 
spitting incident, but added 
that he doesn’t think Bourgault 

would have done that inten-
tionally. 

“When you stand that close 
to someone who is shouting 
and yelling you may get spit 
on,” Kennedy said. 

Bourgault explained that 
there is a rise in the number of 
open air preachers recently as 
a result of the problems the na-
tion is facing. Additionally he 
encourages all campus minis-
ters to pray and seek out God 
and “preach the gospel and not 
just a one sided love gospel.”

“Obviously I don’t do this 
for the money or the fame,” 
Bourgault said. “ I am simply 
doing this because the word of 
God constrains us to do it. We 
are to warn the wicked based 
on Ezekiel chapter three.”

Haase explains the order of 
commands to the group.

“I’ll tell you when to load 
and how many rounds to load,” 
Haase said. “I will tell you to 
charge your weapon, which 
means shut the cylinder. Make 
sure the sights are in good, 
clear focus and that the target 
is just a white shadow down 
there. No fingers on the trigger 
until I say ‘fire.’”

Six shots. One command. 
Bang, bang, bang. The sound 

of gunfire rings throughout the 
range. As the bullets project 
through the air, small puffs of 
smoke emerge from the barrels 
of the guns. 

Casings hit the floor, making 
a ‘ting, ting, ting’ sound that 
can be heard through earplugs 
and the shock of other shots 
fired.

After all the students had 
unloaded their weapons, Haase 
tells them to reload, wait and 
fire. The cycle continues for 50 
rounds through the revolver be-

fore the guns are switched for a 
Smith & Wesson .22 semi-auto-
matic. Haase explains this gun 
is a little different. It doesn’t 
have a rotating cylinder.

“To make them safe, drop the 
magazine and lock the slider 
back,” Haase said.

The process fires off the same 
way each time: how many 
rounds to load, when to charge 
the weapon, fire. 

Practice rounds turn into 
qualifying rounds, and all eight 
people enrolled in Saturday’s 
course passed the requirements 
to get their concealed carry 
permit.

“I want to make sure none of 
my students go to the peniten-
tiary or end up on trial,” Haase 
said. “Shooting people is seri-
ous business. You don’t want 
to do it if you don’t have to. 
Deadly force is the last alterna-
tive. You’ve got no other op-
tion. You take care of yourself 
to make sure you’re there the 
next day.”

awesome,” said Wickstrom.
Self and Sgt. First Class 

Doug Weston instructed 
candidates of Show-Me Gold 
on their specific assignments. 
Some candidates cleaned 
specific areas of the house in 
order to disassemble previ-
ous framework and carpen-
try.

The Show-Me Gold troop 
began the cleanup on Sat-
urday by tearing out walls, 
nails and unsuitable materi-
als within the house. The 
troop worked in teams to 
safely tackle heavy lifting 
and the many loads of insu-
lation and debris generated 
by the cleaning. By the end 
of the workday, candidates 

were covered from head to 
toe in dirt and sweat.

“To see the soldiers out 
here working like they are 
gets you right in the heart,” 
said Jon Ness. “Who else can 
you get besides the United 
States Army to come and 
help you? It makes me feel 
good to be an American.”

Squad leader and can-
didate of Show-Me Gold 
Shonna Bourne, 24, was an 
active duty member of the 
United States Army National 
Guard for four years before 
joining the Show-Me Gold 
program.  Bourne joined 
Show-Me Gold in hopes of 
becoming an officer in the US 
Army. Bourne spoke highly 

of her fellow candidates 
work throughout the day.  

“As soon as we all heard 
the story of the Nesses, we 
were so excited and deter-
mined to come and help out 
here today,” she said.  

Bourne said she believes 
the teamwork on the house 
has helped to boost morale 
within the Show-Me Gold 
program.

Self met Marchella Claar, 
volunteer coordinator for 
Home Sweet Homes USA 
Inc., at community day dur-
ing welcome week at MSSU. 
They made arrangements for 
the Show-Me Gold program 
to assist with the Nesses’ 
new home.

Physical plant brings nature to campus
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Natalie Cossey
Squad leader Candidate Shonna Bourne, of the MSSU Show-Me Gold officer training program, tears out 
old nails from a future Home Sweet Homes USA Inc. house.  Candidates helped renovate the house on 
Sept. 21, as part of their community involvement.  

Joshua Boley/The Chart
Missouri Southern physical plant employees began planting pansies in the Memorial Garden located on the Oval in front of the Billingsly Student Center on Sept. 24. 
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