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Shooting suspect Jeffrey 
Bruner entered a plea of not 
guilty in court on Nov. 7. 

The Jasper County Pros-
ecutor’s Offi ce had fi led 
charges including Class A 
felony murder and armed 
criminal action with bond 
denied against Bruner. 

 According to the Joplin 
Police report, Bruner shot 
Derek Moore, offensive 
line assistant  coach  of the  
Missouri Southern football 
team, multiple times.

The police report also 
included that Bruner con-
fronted Moore in the park-
ing lot of the Northstar 14 
theaters, 201 N. Northpark 
Lane, around 9:50 p.m. on 
Nov. 1 as he left the theater.  

Lt. Matt Stewart, support 
services with the Joplin Po-
lice Department, said the 
investigation is ongoing, 
but provided some insight 
on Bruner’s motive.

Ian Taylor
Staff Writer

As Missouri Southern at-
tempts to recover from the past 
weekend’s events, the school 
and community continue to fi nd 
more out about the night that 
left Offensive Line Coach Derek 
Moore dead.

The details may help to heal 
in the long run, but in the short 
term they seem to put salt in the 
open wound.  

Still, as days passed and life at 
Southern slipped back into the 
daily grind, students and faculty 
came out in droves on Monday 
to celebrate the life of a man they 
had grown to know. 

The ceremony consisted of 
speeches from Interim Univer-
sity President Alan Marble, Ath-
letic Director Jared Bruggeman, 
and Head Football Coach Daryl 
Daye.  

They told stories of experi-
ences they had the opportunity 
to share with Moore in the short 
amount of time he was here, 
and emphasized how his family 
described his time at Southern 
as the happiest he had been in 
years. 

Marble talked about hope, re-
silience, and determination, the 

qualities he said the slain coach 
exemplifi ed and referred to 
Moore’s death a “senseless trag-
edy.”

Daye spoke candidly about 
his emotions toward the tragedy, 
saying that each day his pain 
over Moore’s death is less but his 
anger grows.

Still Daye encouraged the 
football team and the rest of the 
University to “move forward” 
beyond this event.  Stating sev-
eral times that “quitting is not 
an option”, and that he was sim-
ply saying what he would know 
Moore would have wanted him 
to say.

“He was always fun to be 
around, just a really good guy, a 
solid guy,” said Daye.  “He loved 
football and he loved his offen-
sive linemen.”

Marble announced the cre-
ation of a scholarship fund for 
Elijah, Moore’s 7 year-old son, 
an effort assisted in part by Jus-
tin Maskus, sports information/
athletic media relations director. 

Several campus and commu-
nity organizations have con-
tacted the athletic department to 
ask how they can help with the 
scholarship fund.

“There’s been a big outpour of 
support,” said Maskus. “There 
are many groups who have of-
fered their help. The football 
players’ parents … our Lion-
backers … the University Foun-
dation. What we are doing now 
is … coming together as one to 
unify that group [in one scholar-
ship fund].”

The Homecoming game 
against Lindenwood will be re-
scheduled according to NCAA 
rules, Markus said. 

“Right now we are in a hold-
ing pattern,” he added.

Moore was an offensive line 
coach with 14 years of experi-
ence.  The past three seasons he 
had been with Division I West-
ern Illinois University, helping to 
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Daye says 
to ‘move 
foward’
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Daryl Daye, head football coach for Missouri Southern, talks about the 
quality of man that Coach Derek Moore was and tells the campus and 
community that just like in football, “you have to keep moving forward.”
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Six hours to cancel a year’s worth of planning
Liz Spencer
Photo Editor

They had six hours to cancel events that 
took a year to plan. The Ralph L. Gray Alum-
ni Center was a frenzy of activity Saturday 
morning, Nov. 2, as campus leaders, depart-
ments and alumni came together to work at 
the daunting task.

“The president and the President’s Council 
had six hours from when they were fi rst aware 
of the incident and when our fi rst Homecom-
ing event was scheduled to start,” said Alum-
ni Association Director Lee Eliff Pound. “I am 

so amazed how every department pulled to-
gether in some form to help each other.”

The event in question was the shooting 
death of Missouri Southern Assistant Football 
Coach Derek Moore on Nov. 1. Southern can-
celed all Homecoming events and postponed 
the scheduled football game against Linden-
wood University.

In the process of canceling the game, Sports 
Information/Athletic Media Relations Direc-
tor Justin Maskus worked with Cassie Mathes, 
director of University relations and marketing, 
to develop the news release and prepare for 
working with media covering Moore’s death.

Interim University President Alan Marble, 
Athletic Director Jarred Bruggeman and Head 
Football Coach Daryl Daye were also working 
with the team of leaders to develop one united 
message. The Student Affairs offi ce become 
like a war room.

“The whole President’s Council was there 
Saturday morning in that room,” said Mathes. 
“They were all very involved in the messaging 
and in the decisions being made.”

Mathes admired Marble’s leadership in the 
process.

See Move Forward 
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VISITATION
Sunday, Nov. 10
4:00 - 6:00 p.m.
at Third Reformed Church
in Pella, Iowa
708 E. 13th Street

FUNERAL
Monday, Nov. 11
10:30 a.m.
at Third Reformed Church
in Pella, Iowa
708 E. 13th Street

ELIJAH SCHOLARSHIP FUND
In lieu of fl owers, the family asks that 
donations be directed to Elijah’s scholarship fund.
Checks can be mailed to the Missouri 
Southern Foundation at 
3950 E. Newman Road, Joplin MO 64801

ONLINE EXCLUSIVE:
Video Feature 

on senior guard 
Marquis Addison
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If you think the phrase 
“gourmet hot dogs” 
sounds like a contradic-
tion, I can’t say I would 
argue with you. Aren’t hot 
dogs a cheap concession 
stand staple? Aren’t they 
the thing you throw on a 
stick when camping? Does 
anyone even know what 
they’re made of?  

That being said, Joplin’s 
own Instant Karma Gour-
met Hot Dogs is throw-
ing all of those assump-
tions out the window. The 
downtown restaurant is 
reinventing the hotdog 
with their creative top-

pings, quality, local ingre-
dients, and even vegan op-
tions.  In 2011, they were 
awarded Editor’s Pick 
for Best Hot Dogs by 417 
Magazine.

Instant Karma, located 
at 527 Main, has a casual, 
artistic style with local art-
work displayed on every 
wall. The historic down-
town location and regular 
live performances give 
it a hip nuance. There’s a 
certain sense of whimsi-
cal humor that occupies 
the restaurant as well—as 
if the owner’s themselves 
fi nd it ironic that they 
have a “gourment hot 
dog” place.  

It was opened in 2010 by 

Jason and Suzanne Miller. 
“My husband lived in 

New York for awhile and 
they have a lot of hotdog 
restaurants there, and I 
think that’s what really 
gave him the idea,” said 
Suzanne.

A couple of favorite op-
tions on the menu include 
“The Turning Japanese” 
dog, which is bacon-
wrapped and topped with 
teriyaki grilled pineapple 
and green onions, and 
“The Kitchen Sink,” which 
is piled high with, well, 
everything but the kitchen 
sink. 

Instant Karma has an ex-
tensive menu that stretch-
es beyond hot dogs. In fact, 

some items on the menu 
are downright experimen-
tal. Jim Gaffi gan has a joke 
where he imagines a ham 
sandwich with two glazed 
donuts instead of buns. At 
Instant Karma, it’s a real-
ity except pushed a bit fur-
ther: The Paradise Donut 
Burger. Don’t have a sweet 
tooth? Swap out those do-
nuts for two grilled cheese 
sandwiches and you have 
The Grilled Cheese Burg-
er. Some other Karma-
exclusive oddities include 
the Chili-Dog Corn Dog, 
the French Toast burger 
and a variety of options 
using duck meat.

“We really just do what-
ever we want,” said Su-

zanne. “Everyone who 
works here is pretty fun, 
and we give them free-
dom to try new things and 
they like to name stuff fun 
names.”

For those with a taste 
for international cuisine, 
Instant Karma offers “The 
Sushichanga” (giant sushi 
roll), Bangers and Mash 
and Vegan Thai Curry Pot 
Pie, to name a few.

If you think hot dogs 
and beer make a good 
pair, the Millers agree with 
you. Instant Karma’s bar 
has a beer menu of over 
50 varieties, both domestic 
and micro, many of them 
from Missouri breweries. 
They will soon be carrying 

Piney River’s winter brew 
“Hot Date.” The brewery 
is located near St. Louis, 
and “Hot Date” was actu-
ally brewed for the very 
fi rst time at Instant Kar-
ma’s Valentine’s Day din-
ner last year.

The name Instant Karma 
came from Jason’s father 
who is named Karma.  The 
Miller’s also have a son 
with the same name.

If you need  a quick ap-
petizer, a huge, hearty 
meal, or just a place to 
have a few drinks, Instant 
Karma has endless options 
to choose from.  

Plus there’s a bonus: col-
lege students get a 10 per-
cent discount.

‘Instant Karma’s gonna get you’
Kurt Montgomery/The Chart

Server and bartender Jake Cornett serves up “K.C. Thunder Clouds” at In-
stant Karma on Nov. 6, 2013.

Kurt Montgomery/The Chart
Instant Karma, located at 527 Main St., embraces the arts by placing work from local artists in their win-
dow displays.

“Well, we know that Mr. Moore was at 
the movie theater with Mr. Bruner’s es-
tranged wife,” said Stewart. “They were 
together whenever Mr. Bruner confront-
ed them.”

According to the police report, Brun-
er is currently separated from his wife, 
Dawn Michele Bruner. Witnesses said 
Jeffrey Bruner shot Moore and continued 
to shoot him after he fell to the ground. 

Following the shooting, Bruner re-
turned the weapon to his vehicle. Wit-
nesses detained Bruner at the scene until 
offi cers arrived and took him into cus-
tody. 

A Duquesne police offi cer was fi rst to 
arrive on scene. He placed Bruner under 
arrest at approximately 9:52 p.m. with-
out incident.

Stewart said the Joplin Police Depart-
ment is not releasing the number of shots 
fi red, the make and model of the pistol or 
the name of the person the pistol is reg-
istered to.

Dawn Michele Bruner is an offi cer 
with Southern’s police department. She 
is currently on voluntary leave from the 
University.

Jeffrey Bruner is next scheduled to ap-
pear in court Wednesday, Nov. 27.

“His decisiveness and his 
ability to make the right de-
cision quickly … was exactly 
what the University needed. 
His leadership is what made 
the process work so well.”

JoAnn Graffam, vice presi-
dent of University advance-
ment/executive director of 
development, worked closely 
with Pound and the Alumni 
Association Board of Directors 
to begin the process of cancel-
ing every Homecoming event.

Pound said everyone they 
spoke with was very under-
standing.

“They were so sorry for 
the Missouri Southern fam-
ily. They asked, ‘How can we 
help?’” she said.

“People would ask, ‘How 
are you doing?’ We were 
thankful for the kindness ex-
tended. But it wasn’t about us. 
It was about Coach Moore, his 
family and the athletes.”

All of the food was saved 
or reallocated. The buns were 
donated to Children’s Haven, 
a local non-profi t organiza-

tion.
“Student Activities helped 

contact the royalty and RSOs 
who made fl oats for the pa-
rade,” said Megan Adams, 
alumni relations coordinator.

Student groups and com-
munity leaders were among 
the people scheduled to par-
ticipate in the parade. Webb 
City High School’s ROTC 
group was planning to carry 
the fl ags. Roper Auto was 
contacted to cancel reserved 
vehicles for the parade.

The Alumni Association is 
not only a service for alumni, 
but also for departments on 
campus. The association can 
assist in planning department 
and organization events. The 
theater and honors depart-
ments and Joplin Junior Col-
lege group worked with the 
Alumni Association to plan 
their reunion events around 
Homecoming weekend. 
Alumni are invited to RSVP 
for events through the asso-
ciation.

“We work with depart-

ments each year,” Pound said. 
“So we have an idea of who is 
coming in. But there are other 
groups that plan more of a 
casual tailgate party and we 
are not always aware of those. 
That’s why social media and 
working with local media 
was so important, so we could 
reach the people that we did 
not have contact information 
for.”

Ten area high school bands 
were planning to play in the 
parade. Some of the bands 
were coming from far away, 
so they were trying to contact 
the bands before they headed 
to Joplin.

“We had problems with one 
that was coming from farther 
away,” said Pound. “We did 
not reach them until they were 
already on the road.”

Local high school superin-
tendents assisted in the pro-
cess of contacting band direc-
tors. Pound said she is grateful 
for the relationships the MSSU 
family has developed with the 
Joplin community over the 

years.
“It’s all those relationships 

and friendships [that] are the 
key to life,” she said.

“Megan has been busy is-
suing refunds for the brunch 
and for game tickets that were 
purchased through the alum-
ni association offi ce,” said 
Pound.

One event could not be 
canceled. Homecoming roy-
alty were crowned Nov. 1 at 
noon, before the incident that 
led to cancellation. Tradition-
ally, they would have been 
featured in a ceremony at 
halftime of Saturday’s Home-
coming game. Because of 
the cancellation, Pound said, 
the 2013 Homecoming roy-
alty recognitions and alumni 
award presentations will take 
place during basketball sea-
son.

“We want them to have the 
full experience,” said Pound, 
“so we will also have them 
join the 2014 recipients for a 
bigger, brighter Homecoming 
next year.”
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