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ROBIN FJESTAD 
Special to The Globe

Katie Wooldridge Crigger ’08 Vocal Mu-
sic education major began her education 
at Missouri Southern straight out of Car-
thage High School in the fall of 2003. 
She was a member of the 2003 MSHSAA 
Class 4 Girls Basketball Championship, 
fourth place team, her senior year. The 
Tigers went 27-4 that season.

“I know a lot of kids are like ‘I don’t want 
to go to Southern because it’s right in my 
own backyard’, but no you have a fantas-
tic university right next door that you 
can go to and get the same benefit of go-
ing to a major [university] of Missou or 
Missouri State or something like that,” 
said Crigger.

Crigger started out as a physical educa-
tion major, but got into the choral pro-

gram and changed to vo-
cal music ed. her second 
year.

“While at MSSU I was a 
member of Concert Cho-
rale, Chamber Choir, 
and Southern Expo-
sure,” she said. “I par-
ticipated in the annual 
“Onstage!” productions 
with the MSSU Vocal 
Music Department and 
was also a section leader 
in every vocal ensemble 
that was offered.”

Like most students 
at Missouri Southern 
Crigger was actively in-
volved in many activities 
and organizations. She 
greatly benefitted from 
variety of programs that 
are offered.

“The memories I made 
by being involved in the 
arts at MSSU are too 
numerous to count,” she 
said. “The two overseas 

trips I took to the United Kingdom and 
Australia are something that I will trea-
sure forever. We sang in venues that I 
could have only dreamed about, and be-
cause of the International Mission that 
MSSU has, I was able to travel to these 
places.”

David Sharlow, director of choral activ-
ities and Jim Lyle, head of the theatre 
department, agree that students who 
major in the vocal music arena are prime 
candidates for crossover into the musical 
performances the Southern Theatre puts 
on every other year. Crigger was one ex-
ample of this trend.

“I was in the cast of “A Funny Thing 
Happened on the Way to the Forum” as 
Gymnasia in 2006,” said Crigger. And “I 
played the lead role of Reno Sweeney in 
the 2008 production of “Anything Goes!” 

Crigger was also president of CMEN-C 
chapter and a member of Omicron Delta 
Kappa during her tenure at Southern.

While learning the artistic side of mu-
sic at school she was learning the busi-
ness side of the music industry at Ernie 
Williamson Music in Joplin, where she 
worked all through college and contin-
ued to work, after her graduation in Dec. 
2008, until she began teaching choir at 
Carthage High School in fall of 2010.

“What I thought was really cool, especial-
ly being a music educator, was being able 
to work on the business side of music for 
a few years … I felt better going back into 
the education side because I knew the 
business side of music,” she said.

Crigger and Carthage High School host-
ed Soundfest a 30 show choir competition 
in Feb. 2014.

“I’m just incredibly thankful for the edu-
cation I got at Southern because it has al-
lowed me to go on and be very successful 
in my career,” said Crigger.  “The rela-
tionships I built with the faculty of both 
the music and theatre departments is 
something that I treasure to this day. In 
particular, the efforts of Dr. Susan Smith, 
Mrs. Debra Snodgrass, Dr. Jim Lile, Mrs. 
Ann Lile, and retired choral director Mr. 
Bud Clark all had a profound impact on 
me and played in a big part of the reason 
I went into vocal music education. Bud 
Clark was in charge of the choirs when 
I was there and he really instilled a pas-
sion in me to pursue choral teaching and 
to teach at the high school level. I loved 
what he did with his choirs and I just 
wanted to carry that on.
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Katie Wooldridge Crigger
Director Vocal Music Program

Katie Crigger, director of vocal music program at Carthage High School, sets up risers inside 
the Carthage Junior High gymnasium during Soundfest 2014. �irty regional show choirs 
competed at the event.
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Exposure to the legislative process at a 
young age can either turn you off or get its 
hooks into you, says Aaron Deslatte. For 
him, it was the latter.

A former reporter for The Chart who now 
covers statewide politics and the Florida 
legislature for the Orlando Sentinel, 
Deslatte was recently named among the 
best state capitol reporters in America in 
a list compiled by The Washington Post’s 
GovBeat blog.

While as a reporter for The Chart, 
Deslatte covered the 1998 legislative 
session in Jefferson City. The experience, 
he said, was his first chance to see how the 
legislative process works up close.

“The Missouri legislature is fairly unique 
compared to others that I’ve covered since 
then,” he said. “There’s a lot more direct 
access to individual members and you 

actually sit at the Senate floor. You’re 
really embedded in the process.”

It was a much different experience than 
the politics of Florida, a “mega state where 
a lot of the issues become national issues,” 
he said.

He likens the legislature in Florida to a 
miniature version of Congress, where 
professional legislative staff members mix 
with analysts and lawyers, and the state 
budget clocks in at nearly $70 million.

“Florida is a very diverse state. You have 
Cuban and Puerto Rican influences, 
the Old South along the panhandle, 
Midwestern migrants along the Gulf Coast 
and from the Northeast along the eastern 
side,” he said. “It’s a big melting pot of a 
lot of different influences, so there are a 
lot of different needs that get brought up 
to the legislature.”

Deslatte said he was humbled to learn 
that he had been named in GovBeat blog’s 
list, especially given that it includes a 
number of other reporters whose work he 
admires.

Covering politics in Florida is a challenge, 
he said, but digging deep into the 

legislative process is something that he 
has grown to enjoy over the years.

“Policy is very important and affects 
everybody’s lives in ways they don’t always 
feel directly,” he said. “It’s interesting 
to see the rationalization and decision-
making that goes into how a bill becomes 
enacted, and all of the trade-offs and 
backroom deal-making that goes on … it’s 
a fascinating sort of stew that happens.”

Deslatte said he was humbled to learn 
that he had been named in GovBeat blog’s 
list, especially given that it includes a 
number of other reporters whose work he 
admires.

Dr. Chad Stebbins, who advised The Chart 
from 1984 to 1999, said it wasn’t a surprise 
to see his former student honored.“Aaron 
Deslatte is one of the best writers The 
Chart has ever produced,” said Stebbins. 
“He made a serious commitment to 
becoming a professional journalist when 
he became our State Capitol intern in 
the spring of 1998. He spent every week 
in Jefferson City interviewing elected 
officials and university presidents and 
then drove back to campus to put together 
a state news page.

“I think it’s a great testament to Aaron’s 
work ethic that he is now recognized as one 

of the best statehouse reporters 
in the entire 
country.”

“I think it’s a great testament to Aaron’s 
work ethic that he is now recognized as one 

of the best statehouse reporters 
in the entire 
country.”

CHART ALUM RECOGNIZED IN LIST OF NATION’S BEST CAPITOL REPORTERS

Arron Deslatte - Submitted Photo

The Chart - the Missouri Southern student run newspaper - is looking for students 
to fill this position for upcoming semesters. Interested persons email - news@

thechartionline.com or details available in the newsroom - Webster Hall Rm. 333
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 One of the unique things 
about Missouri Southern State 
University is the International 
Mission. The study abroad 
opportunities offered at Southern 
allow students to spend weeks, a 
semester, or even an entire school 
year studying while living in a 
foreign country. 

   Beth Purcell, ’13, international 
business and German language 
major, is just one of many students 
who have benefitted from these 
programs since the international 
mission was adopted by 
Southern in 1995.

Purcell’s first trip to 
Germany was during the 
summer after completing 
her freshman year. 

“I went for a month with the 

school; they had a 
study abroad trip 
and I went with four 
other students and a 
professor,” she said. 
“And then the next 
summer I went back 
on my own … going 
with Southern gave 
me the confidence to 
be able to go back on 
my own.”

Purcell spent an 
entire semester in 
Germany as part of the 
International Student 
Exchange Program 
(ISEP).

“I went to our partner 
school in Ansbach, 
Germany … you pay 
the tuition price that 
you would for 15 hours 
at Southern, but then 
you go over there, so 

it’s an exchange and 
they have students who 
come over to us every 
fall,“ she said.

Purcell came to Southern after a 
first semester in Texas where she 
grew up. Her mother’s family is 
from the area and her aunt and 
sister have both earned a degree 
from Southern. 

“I went to this other school, I 
really was not happy there,” said 
Purcell. “I came to Southern and 
the relationships and friendliness 
of the people there was a big 
difference for me. Southern’s 
small but as a result you know 
people and from knowing you 

get things like jobs … that was 
something that I did not 
anticipate happening.”

While on campus at 
Southern she was 

very involved with the 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes 

(FCA), DECA, German club, and 
Student Wellness Awareness 

Group (SWAG). She worked as a 
tutor in the business department, 
and she was an RA. She also held 
jobs in several different areas of 
the campus including 
over two years at the 
rec. center. She said 
the jobs programs for 
students at Southern helped her 
to establish a network of contacts 
that have remained strong as she 
has moved forward in her career.  

“At the beginning of school you’re 
not really thinking, ‘In four years 
I’m gonna want to get a job’, I 
mean you are thinking that, but 
not really,” said Purcell. “Then 
you get to the end of school and 
you ask yourself, ‘What can I 
actually add to a company … 
what am I going to offer them?’”

Purcell offers this advice: “You go 
into school and you have an idea 
of … you’re gonna make all these 
friends and you think it’s going 
to be this big social thing and it 
is, and you make so many friends 
that’s a good experience, but 
there’s a lot to learn … don’t take 
professors because they’re easy. 
Try and actually learn something 
from your classes.”

Purcell started working at 
Leggett and Platt approximately 
one month after graduation. She 
was recommended for the position 
by one of her professors, Dr. Chad 
Stebbins, director of the Institute 
of International Studies, and after 
completing the requisite hiring 
process was offered the position.

“Beth Purcell could really be the 
poster child for study abroad and 
MSSU’s international mission,” 

said Dr. Chad Stebbins, di-
rector, Institute of Interna-
tional Studies. “She had a 

double major in Internation-
al Business and German, and she 
went on both a short-term and a 
semestaer-long study abroad trip 
to our partner university in Ans-
bach, Germany. Her degrees and 
her experiences made her highly 
marketable upon graduation, and 
she was able to secure a very good 
position at Leggett & Platt.”

“In our interviews with candi-
dates for a new position in our de-
partment at Leggett & Platt, In-
corporated, several very capable 
and intelligent individuals were 
considered,” said John Patrick, 
Group Vice-President, Adminis-
tration Home Furniture Compo-
nents Group. “We gave weight 
to the fact that Beth Purcell had 
studied in Germany for a semes-
ter as part of the International 
Missions’ program, had addition-
al travel to Europe, and that she 
spoke German well.  Given that 
part of the responsibilities of this 
position includes assistance to 
our International Customer Ser-
vice group, her experience in both 
living in an offshore environment 
as well as a second language was 
a definite “plus” to her capabili-
ties.  Combining her academic re-
cord, her International Business 
major, and experience with the 
International Mission experience 
from MSSU, she was chosen to 
join our Home Furniture Compo-
nents’ Group at Leggett & Platt, 
Incorporated.

International experience opens door for local opportunity  

Beth Purcell displays a piece of the Berlin Wall. Purcell made several 
trips to Germany during the course of her studies at Missouri South-
ern.
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Missouri Southern graduate thrives on 
giving back to the community

When he isn’t traveling to teach 
the ins and outs of the Affordable 
Care Act for Freeman Health 
System, you may find Missouri 
Southern graduate TJ Williams 
spending time as a minister for 
college students.

Williams graduated from Missou-
ri Southern in 2012 with a bach-
elor’s degree in general studies, 
along with a minor in business 
management.Staying busy is 
nothing new for Williams, who 
was a student-athlete during his 
time at Missouri Southern.   

When he wasn’t in the classroom 
or on the court, he would stay 

busy studying or volunteering 
around the community. “I have 
always been the type of person 
who wants to help others and 
give back to the community,” said 
Williams.
   
He continued those ways after 
college, first working for a hiring 
agency to land people with jobs 
and then moving on to Freeman 
to work as a certified application 
counselor. The job entails going 
into the community and teach-
ing people about the Affordable 
Care Act.Williams looks back on 
his Southern experience with a 
positive attitude, talking of how it 
made him mature. 
   
“The coaches put everything 
in our court. They gave us the 

responsibility as adults to talk 
to the teachers about classes we 
would miss due to games and it 
went a longway towards growing 
up,” said Williams.   
   
Being born in Chicago and at-
tending high school in Tulsa, 
Williams had not been familiar-
ized with a small community like 
Joplin before attending classes at 
Southern.   
   
“Southern is home,” said Wil-
liams. “I came from a very big 
high school with a graduating 
class of nearly a thousand peo-
ple. At Southern, the classses are 
much smaller and the teachers 
get to know you. Something about 
Southern truly makes it feel like 
home.”

College isn’t always just a four 
year experience. In the case of Jake 
Heisten, it was an eight year ride.   

Heisten graduated from Missouri 
Southern in 2006, with a bachelor’s 
degree in political science. Heisten 
worked a full-time job with the 
family business, electing to take 
classes part-time. Graduating from 
high school in Carthage, South-
ern allowed Heisten to do what he 
wanted to do at the time. 

“It was close to home, and at the 
time I wanted to remain close and 

work full-time, so Southern was the 
perfect option for me,” said Heisten. 

Looking back on his time at South-
ern, Heisten reflects on a particular 
opportunity hewas given through 
school that has put him where he is 
today.

“I landed an internship working for 
Senator Gary Nodler in the state 
capitol during the spring semester 
of my senior year,” said Heisten. 
“Before the internship was even 
over he had offered me a job, and 
frankly, I never would have had 
that opportunity if it wasn’t for 
Southern.”

Heisten now serves as a field rep-
resentative for Congressman Billy 
Long. 

“I serve as his eyes and ears here 
in the district. If people have 
questions, concerns or issues with 
federal agencies I try to help sort it 
out,” said Heisten.

In high school, Heisten remembers 
how students would want to move 
to different locations or attend big-
ger universities. 

Heisten said, “You always hear that 
you can get a better education at 
larger schools,but I have found that 
you can learn just as much at Mis-
souri Southern as anywhere else.”

TJ Williams conducts a sound check at Destiny Church in Joplin. Williams sings in the praise band during Sunday morning worship services. He is also the minister for the church’s “GAP 412” college-age ministry.
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Alum serves as eyes and ears for congressman

Jake Heisten works as the �eld representative for 
Congressman Billy Long in Missouri’s 7th dis-
trict. Heisten is based out of Long’s Joplin o�ce.
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